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Featured

Romantic Times Rewind: April 2005 Reviews

Are demons really a natural fit for the Regency era? Join these Two Biddies as we look at the March 2016 RT!








Book Review



The Scarlet Alchemist by Kylie Lee Baker


by Elyse · Mar 28, 2024 at 3:00 am ·
View all 5 comments 






[image: The Scarlet Alchemist]

I’m almost hesitant to recommend The Scarlet Alchemist, not because it’s a bad book, but because it’s a fantastic book, but the sequel doesn’t come out until (it’s estimated) October. I gobbled this book up in one sitting and now I have to sit and wait pathetically to find out what happens next.  The story is set in a version of historical China where alchemists have figured out the key to immortality. The wealthy eat … Continue reading The Scarlet Alchemist by Kylie Lee Baker →
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Friday, April 5: Romance Reader Happy Hour!


by SB Sarah · Mar 27, 2024 at 3:28 pm ·
View all 3 comments 






[image: Second Annual Romance Reader Happy Hour $10 Entry Friday 4/5 6-8pm SudhoueDC 1340 U Street NW from Really Reading Romance] 
Hey DMV folks! It’s an in person event!  Remember those?! Come join the lovely folks from the Really Reading Romance book club at East City Bookshop for a Romance Reader Happy Hour, April 5th from 6-8pm!  Tickets are $10, and there’s going to be giveaways, activities, probably some mayhem, definitely a beverage! I’m extremely excited to be included this year, and will have stickers in my pocket. I say that now, and then I have stop … Continue reading Friday, April 5: Romance Reader Happy Hour! →
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Links: Public Library Awesomeness, Fic Organizing, & More


by Amanda · Mar 27, 2024 at 2:00 pm ·
View all 35 comments 






[image: Workspace with computer, journal, books, coffee, and glasses.] 
Welcome back to Wednesday Links! The Boston spring has devolved back into a Boston winter this week. Typical! I don’t really mind the cold so much; it’s the wind. The wind is so brutal sometimes. My partner recently made a Trader Joe’s run and TJs is so good for fun and interesting snacks. But I have a gripe. They’re so popular and I get very overwhelmed and overstimulated in crowded areas. I want to browse, … Continue reading Links: Public Library Awesomeness, Fic Organizing, & More →
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Books On Sale

Astronauts, Historical Romance, & More


by Amanda · Mar 27, 2024 at 11:30 am ·
View all 4 comments 





[image: Books on Sale: Clockwork Boys by T. Kingfisher & More]
Clockwork Boys by T. Kingfisher is $2.49 at Amazon! It’s available elsewhere, but not at the sale price. This is book one in the Clocktaur War series. We’re big Kingfisher fans at the Bitchery and I’ve seen this series recommended in the comments many times.

Continue reading →
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Vintage Cover Art Behind the Scenes with Sharon Spiak and Shirley Green


by SB Sarah · Mar 27, 2024 at 2:00 am ·
View all 8 comments 





[image: Featured image for Vintage Cover Art Behind the Scenes with Sharon Spiak and Shirley Green] In Episode 606. Behind the Scenes of Classic Cover Art: Shirley Green and Sharon Spiak, I learned about the behind-the-scenes process of creating some of the romance covers I know very well. It was a fascinating conversation, and if you’re at all interested, there’s a transcript as well as a few pictures in the show notes. I also did a bonus episode video for the members of the podcast Patreon sharing images that Sharon and … Continue reading Vintage Cover Art Behind the Scenes with Sharon Spiak and Shirley Green →
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Books On Sale

Ann Leckie, a Mystery, & More


by Amanda · Mar 26, 2024 at 11:30 am ·
View all 11 comments 





[image: Books on Sale: Witchful Thinking by Celestine Martin & More]
Witchful Thinking by Celestine Martin is $2.99! I believe this is Martin’s debut romance with some light, witchy vibes. This was mentioned on a previous witch-themed Hide Your Wallet. Carrie reviewed this one and gave it a B-.

Continue reading →
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Help A Bitch Out

HaBO: Began in an Author’s Newsletter


by Amanda · Mar 26, 2024 at 10:00 am ·
View all 17 comments 





[image: HaBO: Began in an Author’s Newsletter]
This HaBO is from Layla, who wants to find this contemporary romance: I’m looking for a book that I think came out within the last two years. It’s a contemporary romance, possibly small town, and I’m pretty positive it’s on KU. I read the first chapter through the author’s newsletter but I cannot remember the author or the title and it’s driving me crazy. I’m subbed to a lot of author newsletters and I delete … Continue reading HaBO: Began in an Author’s Newsletter →


 









Hide Your Wallet

Hide Your Wallet: March 26th Release Week!


by Amanda · Mar 26, 2024 at 4:00 am ·
View all 5 comments 





[image: Hide Your Wallet: March 26th Release Week!]
Hide those wallets because March is ending with a bang! On average, I feel like we have 6-7 books between all of us that we’re looking forward to in a release week. This week, we’re at eleven! And the start of April is looking equally as busy. What new releases are you excited for this week? Let us know in the comments!
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Books On Sale

Witches, Fae, & More


by Amanda · Mar 25, 2024 at 11:30 am ·
View all 8 comments 





[image: Books on Sale: The Earl Not Taken by A.S. Fenichel & More]
The Earl Not Taken by A.S. Fenichel is $2.99! This is the first book in The Wallflowers of West Lane series and I like the cover for this one. Readers liked the heroine, but found the plot to be rather thing. Any thoughts from the Bitchery?

Continue reading →



 

















Cover Snark: What If a Disco Ball Were a Man?


by Amanda · Mar 25, 2024 at 4:00 am ·
View all 22 comments 






[image: Alien Protector's Stars by Melissa Emerald. A very orange, shirtless man is covered in sparkles. He also has dark purple wings that are also sparkly. He looks like he's covered in the rainbow prism reflections you get from a disco ball.] 
Most of today’s covers were found by Sneezy, who certainly plumbed some depths! Sneezy: The dude looks distressingly like he was long hold selected from another picture and slapped on. …and with the general ambiance of the cover, the publisher’s logo looks like a pair of testies. Amanda: I think the author font is the same one Alice Clayton used to use? I feel like he just told that played out “tickets to the gun … Continue reading Cover Snark: What If a Disco Ball Were a Man? →
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SBTB Bestseller

SBTB Bestsellers: March 9 – March 22


by Amanda · Mar 24, 2024 at 3:00 am ·
View all 5 comments 





[image: Hello]
Our latest bestseller list is brought to you by warm bread, a hearty dip, and our affiliate sales data.	
A Nobleman’s Guide to Seducing a Scoundrel by KJ Charles Amazon | B&N | Kobo 


Continue reading →
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Lookin' for anything specific?
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[image: The Ladies]

Welcome
 New to SBTB? Not sure where to start? We have a page for you! Make sure to check out the podcast, too.

If you’d like to receive updates in your inbox, visit our subscribe page and sign up for the content you crave!

As an Amazon Associate we earn from qualifying purchases. We also may use affiliate links in our posts, as well.

[image: thanks]

	Amazon
	B & N
	Kobo
	Apple Books
	The Ripped Bodice
	Bookshop


New! Have you seen our Books on Sale collection? All the latest sales and retailer coupons!



Newly Posted
 	What’s on Your Fanfic TBR Pile?
	Fantasy, Contemporary, and Historicals on Sale!
	HaBO: Jade Jewelry from Gump’s
	Hide Your Wallet: April 9th Release Week!
	Liana De la Rosa, Tessa Dare, and Libro.fm Membership Bonus!




The Podcast
 	609. Romantic Times Rewind: April 2005 Reviews
	608. Women as Shields and Scapegoats: Talking Kate Middleton with Melissa Blue
	607. RT Rewind: March 2016 Ads & Features
	606. Behind the Scenes of Classic Cover Art: Shirley Green and Sharon Spiak




Recent Reviews
 	
Lore of the Wilds by Analeigh Sbrana

	
The Duchess by Sophie Jordan

	
The Scarlet Alchemist by Kylie Lee Baker

	
Sister Boniface Mysteries

	
The Love Remedy by Elizabeth Everett

	
A Grave Robbery by Deanna Raybourn

	
A History of the World in Ten Dinners by Victoria Flexner and Jay Reifel

	
The Phoenix Bride by Natasha Siegel

	
My Brother’s Keeper by Tim Powers

	
The Aristocrat by Penelope Ward





Your Comments
	Rebecca F on What’s on Your Fanfic TBR Pile?
	flchen1 on Fantasy, Contemporary, and Historicals on Sale!
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	BarbN on HaBO: Jade Jewelry from Gump’s
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Newsletter
 
Don't miss a moment of Smart Bitches fun. All you need to do is click this link, and sign up!
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ADVERTISE WITH US
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 How do you pick which books to review?
Each of us picks books that we're interested in reading, and the reason for that interest varies widely. We have moods like any other reader, and ...
More →



 [image: Smart Bitches BETA]


No case is too cold! Get ready to put on your detective cap →
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